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COMING THIS FALL:
UC DAVIS COMMUNITY BOOK PROJECT
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The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down:

A Hmong Child, Her American Doctors,
and the Collision of Two Cultures

By: Anne Fadiman

The UC Davis Campus is embarking on an exciting pilot Campus Community Book
Project for 2002. The purpose of this project is to promote a greater sense of community
among students, staff and faculty by creating a common experience among campus
members (by reading the same book), around which a large number of activities will be
offered in the Fall quarter. For this pilot project, "The Spirit Catches You and You Fall
Down" by Anne Fadiman was chosen. It is a beautiful and dramatic account of an
immigrant Hmong family's conflict with the conventional medical system when their
daughter develops epilepsy. The book includes issues of medicine, science, history,
cultural studies.

We would like to encourage all of you to read this book--and we feel confident that you
will be changed by it. For more information about this project or to become involved in
the effort, please contact the Campus Community Relations Office at 752-2071 or visit
the website at http://occr.ucdavis.edu/bookproject.html.

Sponsored by the Campus Council on Community & Diversity, the Office of Campus
Community Relations, and the Office of the Provost.

Contributing sponsors include the UCD Health System, UCD Mondavi Center, UCD
Bookstore, Hmong Student Union, Staff Assembly Diversity Awareness Committee,
Student Affairs, the Women’s Resources & Research Center, Asian American Studies,
English Department, Craft Center, Cross Cultural Center, Hispanic Staff Association,
Shields Library, Health Services Advising, Learning Skills Center, Summer Advising,
Student Housing, UCD Arboretum, ASUCD, Office of Administration, International
House, Farrar, Straus & Giroux, CA Endowment, and the Office of the Vice Provost for
Undergraduate Studies.
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